Maromaku Chapel
Les Going: The Church in the Valley here goes back to 1910 when my grandfather moved

into the valley. His life in the church began way back in 1890 and he lived in a different area at the
time, but when he moved here then he began the Church in this area.
You'll see over here a photo of home and a bit of the original home and a bit of the history
surrounding this area. For many years the meetings were just held in his home and if you had time
you'd see it up in the hill, but there's a good photo of it there. And his home was also the
headquarters for the missionaries.
Now to set everything in motion Ken is going to lead us in a song and we'll have a prayer so
that everything's in order
I see a few familiar faces here. I'd tell you a few stories about Colin Shelford there if we had
time and Brother Curnow over there. When I was in Hamilton on a mission his Dad and Mum were
the stalwarts there and there were only about half a dozen families at the most, not even that. If
you go to Hamilton now you'll see a number of stakes and numerous wards and branches. So the
church has grown, particularly in that area and also in Auckland and throughout New Zealand.
In the country area, people drive up the road here and nearly drop out of their skins when
they see a big chapel right out here in the country because it's not seen very often these days. And
we have to admit were struggling for numbers because in the country area you can only absorb a
certain number of people and the rest have to go to town to work. And we're fortunate to have
some who work in town and come back to help support the area.
As I was saying as the church in this area began with my grandfather and grandmother.
Their photos are over there. When they joined the church they were told by their parents, they
didn't come home or come back. But their parents did mellow a little over the years, but never
were totally receptive to the gospel. But my grandfather did have two sisters who also joined the
Church so, there was a special spirit there I'm sure.
He had a large family and
unfortunately or fortunately, however
you want to look at it half of them
went to the states. It was in those
early days when people were
encouraged to immigrate to Zion, to
build up Zion. So half my
grandfather's family went to America
and another half remained here in the
valley and built up the Church here to
what it is today.
My Dad. I'm the member of a
family of 12, 13 actually if you're
counting the ones that passed away.
And so I've now inherited the
Les Going (left) at Maromaku with the Evanses
responsibility. I suppose you'll
call it, the title, of being the patriarch of the Going clan there in America. I'm the oldest going, living
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here. It is quite a responsibility, but today some of the younger generation are not quite as faithful
as they might be.
In the early days we'd almost claim 100% activity, but that's something that has slid away
unfortunately and something we have to work on, of course, as they do in many other areas. But
we're grateful for the gospel. We have a rich life in the Church. I've had the fortune always of
having plenty of Church assignments to keep me busy and to keep the Spirit alive. And that's what
it's all about. Is the more you're involved, the more you get from the Church and the more you're
able to be blessed in so many ways.
And so, still forging on here, we have a beautiful chapel. Not being as filled as well as we'd
like it to be. But we've tried to keep the flag drawn so to speak and keep the gospel alive and give
the younger generation especially the opportunity and the teachings, which are important, which
will enable them to make right choices hopefully, but they all have their free agency and sometimes
we struggle a little.
So, welcome. There are a few photos around here and things displayed that we've tried to
portray to help you to understand a little bit the history of the Church here. Are there any
questions anyone would like to ask? Have you got anything?
What year was your chapel built?
The first one?
Yeah.
The first one was built in 1939 and dedicated in 1940 by Matthew Cowley on October the
6th. Now my grandfather donated all the timber and supervised the getting out of the logs and
what not and the milling of it and unfortunately he died just before the chapel was completed. He'd
been crippled for a number of years with arthritis he'd been on crutches for a number of years. But
he did have the pleasure of knowing that the chapel was being built and it was to be there to bless
his family and any others who wanted to be part of the church.
This was the chapel here ... ?
We did have additions to that original chapel around 1952 I think, which kept us going until
the time came for the building of a brand new building.
When was it built? Tell them where the building is now ...
The main part of the building is just across the road. A lot of the members were very lucky
to see that old chapel go off to the side, but you have to give way to sentiment. If we had kept it the
Church would have had two chapels to maintain and it would eventually have come to need repair.
So we had to take the, bite the bullet, so to speak. And the chapel, the stage part was cut off, and the
new additions were cut off, and that original part was put on a couple of big log skids and hauled
over there with a bulldozer where I re blocked it and have tried to preserve it. It's all kauri, the
timber, it will last forever as long as it's looked after. So it's there for a memory when I've gone and
the next generation or two come. Yes.
Could you introduce your family members to us please?
I'm sorry. Here's Mum over here. She's 94. That's my Dad's second wife, my step mother.
This is my oldest sister, Phy!, my younger brother Mervin, of the first family. Of the second family
we've got Ken here at the moment. Sid's busy milking cows and Ron's over in Aspen, and the girls,
well I don't know where they're at today, at work I guess. So, some of the family has passed on, my
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older sister Lois, my oldest brother Ray, was killed at the war, and Velma of the second family was
killed in a car accident.
Any other questions?
Yeah, just to go a little bit further than what we have done we can really say that this lovely
lady here who is 93 years old actually brought these children up as well as myself and our 6, so there's
not too many women who can do that...
How many children did Roland have?
Only 13
And somebody said 2 Jami/es or 3 families?
2 Jami/es. Lot 1 and Lot 2.
6 in each family that were raised because my little brother got drowned when he was an infant,
when he was really young.
And Merlin here is the baby of Lot 1.
They did grow up together as a happy family and we've remain that way, supporting and
sustaining each other. See that's on my Dad's home farm. My Dad's let me have 70 acres up here,
which I purchased and started off on. And we've had to expand up the valley further and we now
have about 1000 acres so quite a bit of bush and stuff, but we didn't, I didn't want to leave the
valley. It was my home. And so we roughed it out for a few years, but it eventually became right
when it was time to retire, I suppose.
I wonder if we could ask Ken to tell us just a little bit about the football legacy?
Oh, I better tell that. He might get carried away.
Ken: Oh, we were lucky. We were just lucky.
They were born at the right time. My Dad never came and watched me play one game of
rugby, but he never missed this one's. They reckon they were better than me, but I think Sid is wellknow that he was an All-Black for a number of years as a half-back. Ken and Brian were also,
excellent rugby players. They have a good combination and that goes a long way with making a
good player if you've got that right teamwork and they worked together in the back and did some
pretty fancy moves and made a good name for themselves.
They opened a lot of doors for the missionaries.
Yes, that's right.
I was a missionary here at the time. And I know, a lot of doors were opened when they would
say, "Well, aren't the Goings Mormons?" And we'd say "Yes, let us come in and tell you about them".
That is right. They lived to what they believe in that they didn't play on Sunday. Now, today
they're making excuses that rugby is a professional game and it's their work and so they justify
playing on Sunday, but that's the attitude of some. It's a thing, it's a conscience thing I'm sure. And
I'm sure those who still refrain from playing on Sunday will be blessed for that example. Yes.
I don't know what happened here, but a group knew about Sid Going being a companion on his
mission with Morris Graham.
Yes, well Sid served a mission in Canada for two years and put his rugby on hold, and he was
criticized for it because he was quite brilliant at college in that stage. Then I have another nephew,
Gloria's son, who did the same thing. He put his rugby on hold for two years to serve a mission and
he didn't lose anything from it except he kept his body in better shape. Rugby kind of knocks you
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about these days. I've tried to talk my nephews into giving it away because I don't believe our
bodies are made to go through what rugby makes them go through these days.
Well, I don't know.
Just take a look there.
At the time you tell us, no helmets. No, pads.
Do they play meaner now then they used to? I mean is it a harder game now?
It's professional. And you've got to perform or you're out. So they've got to put more into it
I believe. When I played rugby we played for sport and for a bit of fun. But the fun's gone. As far as
my observation. It's like anything else that's professional. It's got to be all in or you're out.
Colin: You may want to tell them the story about, that came out a few years ago, in the
Instructor that the Church published about this area when we had that drought and a lot of the area
was drying up except the Maromaku Valley. And it was taking loads of hay down to the Waikato area
to keep the industry and producing down there.
We have experienced a number of droughts. I don't know that. We had a person that lived
in the valley. He was a non-member. Every time we had a drought he would approach someone in
the Church and say, "When are you fellas going to have a fast for rain." So there was a little bit in
that. We believe that the power of fasting and prayer is still genuine. While we don't always get
what we'd like to get there are many times when we have been blessed in that respect through
fasting in time when there's been a real need for it.
(Further explanation of hay being sent on Saturday from other audience member and brief
response that hay was not harvested on Sunday.)
Do you have a count of the posterity, of the total number of posterity alive today from your
grandparents?
Well, I haven't counted them up. We have more recorded in a book. We have a Going
reunion every five years of my grandfather's parents descendants and in that book we have listed
most of Percy's ancestors or progeny. I haven't counted it up recently, but in that book Percy is the
most prolific. Percy and his sister who married a Finlinson and then they're all in the States. They
are the two most prolific family people in John Going's family.
Where's Dinks?
I don't know where Dinks is.
She went to the funeral.
The daughter in laws mother had an accident I think and the funeral is today. Yes.
You've taught the Going to come back to the reunion. Do they come?
We've had representatives come from time to time, but we only had one come from the
states this year and that was *Bonnie Thompson, who is from one of *John Going's daughter's
family, Jesse's granddaughter. Earlier on reunions had been going since 1972, earlier on we had a
lot come from the states, but a lot of the older generation. It's hard to believe that I'm the older
generation now or we're the older generation and the previous generation, she's the only one's
that's left. So, it's about 30 years.
How many years were you listed as the secretary of the mission? 16 years is a lot of time when
/was young.
I graduated from being district secretary and stake clerk and finally ended up as stake
president and now I'm stake patriarch, which is sort of a lot.
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You were mission secretary too weren't you?
Mission recorder, yeah.
For how long?
Well, I don't know. It was from the time, President Simpson's time, till the time the mission
was abandoned or replaced by a stake. I kept the membership records for the whole area for years
and years. Even the five years I was branch president they still elected me to do the mission
recording so consequently I know an awful lot of people. Yes.
Would this be the area of chapel that Matthew Cowley speaks of, the membership, the lumber.
He doesn't name the place.
That was the third original chapel. The story goes Matthew Cowley wrote back to the
brethren for approval, but before the approval came through the chapel was built. It costs the
Church very little because the timber was donated and a lot of the labor was donated and it was a
very satisfactory situation. In fact, Matthew Cowley said that he made the recommendation that the
local people wouldn't have to make any further contributions. In those days the units paid a certain
percentage and the Church paid a certain percentage, and it's all changed as well, changed quite a
bit today. Yes.
Do you have any missionaries now, sister missionaries, missionary couples assigned to this
chapel?
No, we share missionaries with a couple other units, but there are two missionaries who
come here, probably every second week or so at the most.
So, what year was this chapel completed? The new one?
1968 I think. Well this chapel only came to the end here originally and then they added, did
some additions on that side and then they did the additions around this side a third time. So, we've
really been blessed with those facilities.
Approximately, how many members in the ward?
How many members? I think it's about 120. I thought that the actual membership is about
150, but we don't really often get even 100 because we have an outlying area and it's inactive
members that are not participating, but we'd like to see it bigger. It's probably the smallest ward in
the Church. We don't meet the requirements as far as members go to be a ward if you were setting
out now, but that's only a technical thing really. Well the Hays have all gone. There's only one of
the Masons left. They've all moved away for employment or some moved down to Temple View.
Quite a few families moved down to Temple View. But all the Hay children when they married they
moved to Auckland and Stan at Hastings has remarried and he's at Hastings with Joe. Joe had the
farm and he moved to Temple View. It's a bit of a sad story. We don't like seeing farm property that
belonged to members going out of the members, but that happened with the Hay farm.
I have a boy that works in the Maori Village, his name is Johnny. ..sent him on a
mission ...Johnny from Solomon Islands.
He's over there, we know he's over there ... George and Pam
(Broken Discussion)
Okay well, I guess you folk are pressed for time a bit so if you'd like to just browse around
there and see anything that may interest you.
Rex Frandsen: On behalf of our group, Brother Going, we would like to present to you this book
it's a confirmation of most of our proceedings up to this point we're also very privileged at this time to
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have the editor Brother Underwood and he also signed this for you. Grant do you have anything you'd
like to say?
Grant Underwood: It's a pleasure and privilege to finally come here after having read about a
certain event or a certain place, it always seems like it's a story or almost a myth until you arrive there
and you see the people. And it's a real pleasure for me, it's a real moving experience to be here in this
beautiful valley and to sense the faith, the cumulative combined faith of wonderful people, a wonderful
family over many, many,years and it's just been a treat, thank you for allowing us to be here.
Thank you for coming it's our great pleasure to have you here.
Just to introduce one more person, we have the vice president from BYU.
Kirk Evans: it's a pleasure to be here, thanks for being so hospitable.
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